Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday, June 16, 2021
11:45 p.m.
Northeastern Catholic District School Board
WebEXx

MINUTES

PRESENT: Billie Richer, VOICE for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children Vice-Chair
Heather Demers, The Lord’s Kitchen
Susan St. Denis, Cochrane Temiskaming Children’s Treatment Centre
Joel McCartney, Cochrane Temiskaming Resource Centre / Chair
Ellen Renaud, North Eastern Ontario Family and Children’s Services
Stephanie Fisher, Timmins Native Friendship Centre
Stan Skalecki, NCDSB Trustee
Ron Maclnnis, NCDSB Trustee
Daphne Brumwell, Superintendent of Education
Catherine Hoven, Special Assignment Teacher
Jean Ethier, Education Services Officer / Recorder

EXCUSED: Mark Lionello, Canadian Mental Health Association

Mackenzie Carrier, Community Living Timmins
Katie Mundle, Special Assignment Teacher

1. Welcome and Prayer

Joel welcomed everyone and led the group in prayer.

2. Approval of Agenda

MOVED BY: S.Skalecki

BY: B.Richer SECONDED

THAT the agenda be approved as presented. CARRIED.

3. Approval of Minutes

MOVED BY: B.Richer

BY: S.Fisher SECONDED






11. Continue to support schools in implementing the School-Based Team model. The purpose of these
meetings is to provide an opportunity for school staff to discuss the needs of students by sharing ideas
about how to better support the student, and collaborate to create an action plan to support the student
moving forward. A follow up is required to ensure that actions have been taken and to discuss their
effectiveness.

12. Continue to work with our contracted SLP provider to ensure the provision of additional and more
consistent therapy for students required language support, including at Bishop Belleau in Moosonee.
This funding will come from the Northern Support Initiative and is done in collaboration with our co-
terminus English school board.

Explore the possibility of completing hearing and vision screens on all FDK students.

13. Connect with the consultants from the Provincial Demonstration Schools to explore the possibility of
supporting students new to the board with vision or hearing loss through their Pre-School services.

14. Implement the use of the professional learning series at staff meetings or during other professional
learning opportunities to help all teachers better understand the psychological processes and their
impact on learning.

Continue to implement the LD Class Profiles that have been created. Build capacity with classroom
teachers to better understand how to support students with an LD in the regular classroom.

A Motion of Approval was signed by Joel McCartney to have the Special Education Plan for 2021-2022 be
presented to the Board of Trustees at the June 16,2021 Board Meeting held via WebEx due to the Covid 19
pandemic . All in attendance passed the Motion.

5. March 31, 2021 Special Education Data
Presented by Daphne Brumwell

The data provided to the committee is an overview of the Special Education services among the NCDSB
group of schools. The chart shows a comparison from the October 315t vs March 31st data.

The columns in green indicate an increase from October to March as it relates to having a formal
identified IEP or a non identified IEP.
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6. Auqust Transition Program




9. Agency Reports

Cochrane Temiskaming Children’s Treatment Centre

The Centre is currently adjusting their Austim Program to make the changes that the Ministry has
implemented to the Ontario Austim Program Guidelines. Once the changes have been finalized, the
projected implementation date is January 2022. To address the children currently on a waitlist the
Centre is working to streamline services. It will ensure that children are receiving a consultation and
tools to work on while waiting to obtain additional services.

The Lords Kitchen

Due to the high level of Covid cases with the Porcupine Health Unit The Lords Kitchen decided to close
for a 3 week period. The Salvation Army has been provided meals during the closure. The reopening
date will be June 24, 2021. Food service is continuing as a takeout style due to the Pandemic. Services
are provided every Thursday evening for dinner and every Friday morning for breakfast.

Timmins Native Friendship Centre

Due to the high level of Covid cases with the Porcupine Health Unit the Centre has limited the client
face-to-face services and opted for over the phone consultations. This approach still allows for working
closely with the clients and their worker. A weekly hot lunch is offered on



10. Date of Next Meeting — TBD once the 2021-2022 dates are confirmed

11. Other Business — N/A
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